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IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

 Medtech32 v20.11 
 
 

20 June 2014 

 

 

Dear Practice 

 

Re: Medtech32 v20.11 – Changes to GMS effective 1 July 2014 
 

Medtech32 Version 20.11 includes a number of changes of which two relate to GMS 

and the extension of the list of Health Practitioners for the purpose of service utilisation 

reporting. 

 

Our pre-release communication sent on June 10 and the release notes have created 

confusion by inadvertently creating a linkage between the changes to GMS and the 

changes made to extend the list of providers that are now deemed “Health 

Practitioners” for the purpose of service utilisation reporting. 

 

The pre-release communication and release notes were unintentionally interpreted by 

some practices as implying that all Health Practitioners could now claim GMS (which of 

course they cannot). 

 

The GMS changes only apply to Health Practitioners working within the General 

Practice Team (in enrolling practices) who provide a consultation for a casual service 

user.  This relates mainly to Nurse Practitioners, Registered Nurses and some Clinical 

Pharmacists that are currently working in Practice Teams. 

 

Also aligned to the changes to GMS – nurse consultations now count towards the 

required 12 consultations for HUHC eligibility. 

 

The changes to extend the list of Health Practitioners were done to differentiate 

between different types of Health Practitioners for service utilisation reporting and other 

types of service reporting. Hence the need to have the Health Practitioner “types” 

within PMS’s.  

 

We have included a quick overview of the extension to GMS claiming (courtesy of 

General Practice New Zealand) on the next page.  If you require additional information 

on the extension of GMS, we have also included on our website under version 20.11 an 

information document courtesy of General Practice New Zealand for your reference. 

 

We apologise for any inconvenience or confusion that our pre-release communication 

and release notes may have caused. 

 

Best regards 

 

Russell Clarke 

Executive Director 
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Quick Overview – Extension of GMS Claiming  

The extension of GMS claiming only applies to GMS claims made through the GMS 

schedule of the PHO SA – it does not apply to claims made outside the PHO SA through 

a Section 88 Advice Notice. 

When will this take effect? 

 01 July 2014 

Who may claim? 

GMS claiming is extended to “Health Practitioners” defined as a person who: 

 is registered under the HPCA with the relevant authority under the Act 

 holds an APC 

 is working within their scope of practice 

 is employed / contracted by a PHO or Contracted Provider of a PHO as 

part of a General Practice Team 

  

This means Nurse Practitioners, Registered Nurses and potentially other Health 

Practitioners working within a General Practice Team (that holds a B2B agreement with 

a PHO) may initiate a GMS claim for a consultation with a casual service user. 

What is a General Practice Team? 

A “General Practice Team” is defined as follows: 

General Practice Team means a multidisciplinary team whose members have 

the complementary knowledge and skills of Medical Practitioners and Nurses, 

who may include other Practitioners, and who work together to provide primary 

health care to improve the health of the Enrolled Population. 

Nurse means a Nurse Practitioner, a Registered Nurse, or an Enrolled Nurse. 

Is there any approval required? 

Practices need to make an application to PHOs/networks for approval of eligible 

Health Practitioners to initiate GMS claims. 

 

Once approved, eligible Health Practitioners may claim GMS from 01 July 2014 using 

the practice payee number and the PHO agreement number (the practice payee 

number must be entered in the PMS). 

 


